A PARTICIPATION RATE LOWER THAN THE 5% FORECASTED BY HAITIAN PRIORITIES PROJECT
(HPP). HPP CALLED FOR THE ANNULMENT OF THE ELECTIONS.

HAITIAN PRIORITIES PROJECT (HPP) takes this opportunity to thank all of its partners and contributors
who helped achieved a careful and precise pre-election poll conducted in record time. Success was
achieved despite the difficulties encountered in Haiti to produce reports in a time-sensitive manner.
With the information provided to us by the people and our workers, and their respect for democratic
principles in relaying and analyzing the facts as the people reported, our survey is by far the closest to
the reality of the so-called elections on 19 April 2009.
To our beloved people, we send our applause and eternal gratitude for having once again demonstrated
peace, serenity and political savviness. Your show of ingenuity and resilience against this undemocratic
election gave a lesson of democracy to the CEP, the government of Haiti, and the international
community. This past week has been a testament to the true will and might of the people.
HAITIAN PRIORITIES PROJECT simultaneously deplores the attacks of 19 April 2009 against election
workers, politicians and the general public. We condemn acts of violence by militants and soldiers,
against the people, trying to force them to vote in elections without complying with democratic norms.
We say "shame" to those who have tried by flawed polls to influence the election results on behalf of
wealthy patrons who completely ignore the welfare of our nation. Shame also to the security forces
national and international operating in the country. These individuals who are supposed to be
concerned with the safety of the people of Haiti, and the security of its streets proved unable to, despite
the few participants in the streets, in order to protect the population against the violence of the
enemies of democracy.
Key points
HPP has completed its analysis of the electoral procedures enacted by the senate on behalf of the
Electoral College, and the application of the rules in the partial elections of 19 April 2009. It is necessary
to report clear and serious cases of violation against articles 97, 121,125, 166 and 203. Detailed data on
these issues were presented to the Provisional Electoral Council (CEP) prior to the elections. We have
verified these violations as being true and the behavior of CEP regarding these concerns was illegal and
unreliable based on the aforementioned articles.

HPP has found evidence of abuse by the electoral commission in favor of LESPWA candidates.
Corpuscles belonging to the President of the Republic's inner circle received excessive and inappropriate
support through the use of funds made available and access to materials belonging to the state. They
have exerted violence against elected officials and the public. These abuses have been demonstrated by
the Senator of FUSION in the Central Plateau, Ms. Edmonde Bauzile Supplice, who claimed to be the
subject of death threats. Heavily armed individuals have closed many polling stations.
Candidates for the Senate in the South East, Yves Dérisier (Fusion of Haitian Social Democrats) and Jean
Pierre Joseph (Rassemblement National Progressive Democrats) have been officially withdrawn their
candidacy from the race on Saturday 18 April 2009. Their withdrawals have been in protest to the
decisions of the Conseil Electoral Provisoire (CEP) that they consider illegal.
The independent candidate Ronald St. Jean announced Thursday his withdrawal from the race because
of many loopholes and violations by the establishment and the Electoral College machinery. He
denounced the lack of a set of tools which should be the matrix of any serious election such as:
The participation rates are abnormally low across different constituencies eligible
The electoral register should have been available six months before the election, but still is not
The general electoral roll and electoral partial list should be ready for 60 days and 30 days respectively
before the election.
These abuses occurred in several regions of the country. Although important in terms of elections and
democratic principles, the aggregate number of violations from these irregularities is decisive to the
slimmest extent.
Serious irregularities have occurred, and attempts to manipulate voting results are evident. There are
major procedural violations. A number of election workers have been involved willingly or forced into
acts of fraud. These irregularities also reflect a lack of control over the production of official documents
including the accreditation of observers and the documents relating to official travel, which have been
used to fraudulently claim the right to vote.
PPH does not in any way prejudge the prerogative given to CEP in making their own decisions, however,
the facts at issue, are to submit its analysis in order to inform the public and to provide candidates and
political parties an independent and objective evaluation of the process.
HPP requests that all concerned remain calm and ensure that their apprehension of the elections is
based solely on a neutral and rigorous analysis of electoral facts. With a rate of less than 5% of qualified
individuals who took part in these elections, the CEP, the President and the international community can
in no way validate these elections.

Participation rate
Official figures should show a national participation rate of less than 5%, or about 25% to 46% less than
the turnout in the elections of 25 June 1995 Page 4. http://www.gao.gov/archive/1996/ns96147.pdf. In
2006, the participation rate was 30%, based on statements made by David Wimhurst Spokesperson for
the UN mission in Haiti. (see haitiprogres) www.haitiprogres.com/2006/sm060426/eng04-26.html.
A participation rate this low simply reflects the wish of the people to stop the government of
Préval/Pierre-Louis and the international community from reinstituting exclusion in Haiti. It was a strong
and vigorous message and mobilization by the Lavalas Party: "PÒT FEMEN, LARI BLANCH.
However, offices or polling centers that display higher participation rates than others in their areas
deserve further attention. Moreover, if the results of these offices heavily favor one candidate, this
could indicate an attempt to manipulate the result of the elections through ballot stuffing or fraudulent
votes made in the absence of witnesses or observers.
HPP lead its election observation in accordance with the Declaration of Principles for International
Election Observation and Code of Conduct adopted by the United Nations in 2005. These principles
should have been utilized uniformly to abate and nullify this farce election.

